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My name is Brittany Kane, Program Coordinator for CT Children with Incarcerated Parents Initiative (CTCTIP). CTCIP aims to improve the quality of supports for children with incarcerated parents through research and data in order to recommend better-informed policy and practice. I am here to express our support for H.B. 6714.

Connecticut ranks 49th in the nation for the affordability of a 15-minute call within state prisons. The State of Connecticut receives a 68% commission rate on the revenue from the calls and collected $7,707,465.27 in FY2018. It is important to note that Connecticut has the option under its current DOC telecommunications contract to decline collecting the commission altogether which would result in lower rates for calls, but has not utilized this option. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]CTCIP is here to remind lawmakers that when an individual is incarcerated, many forget to consider the ramifications on the individual’s family and loved ones as well. These ramifications are damaging both financially and emotionally. Incarceration devastates and de-stabilizes familial relationships, which is why contact is so crucial. Not only does fostering and maintenance of the relationship between an incarcerated parent and child decrease the rate of recidivism in the parent, a positive relationship also allows the child to experience less trauma and stress which can result in behavioral and emotional issues.

When a parent is incarcerated, specifically a father, a family’s income drops by an average of 22%. As a result, mothers and caregivers report being unable to pay for their children’s basic necessities, including food, utilities, rent and medical care – creating reliance on state aid, programs and services. It is also these same mothers and caregivers that are paying for the phone calls that we are speaking about today.

Caregivers, family and providers who have personally experienced or professionally witnessed the struggle to afford phone calls to speak to incarcerated loved ones have shared their stories with CTCIP to publicize with our testimony in an effort to bring humanity to this issue.

CTCIP, advocates in the state and nation, and families and children of someone who is incarcerated kindly request your support of H.B. 6714. 
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